together, for the first time since 2005. An advisory committee of four scientists -two from Uruguay and two from Argentinawill also visit the mill up to a dozen times a year and check that it is not polluting the river. Argentina's foreign minister, Héctor Timerman, said on 4 August that if pollution is found, the country will again lobby to close the mill.
The details of the deal will be decided this month. But more than two weeks into discussions, "we are still waiting to find out what the process of the monitoring will be exactly", says Jorge Rucks, the director of DINAMA, Uruguay's environment ministry. "At the moment we don't know who the scientists will be."
Experts With so much ill will between the scientists involved, the soon-to-be-formed committee will have a tough job building trust. But Eugenio Lorenzo, the current head of the Uruguayan delegation to the bilateral administrative commission of the Uruguay River, which carried out monitoring from 1990 to 2005, is optimistic that renewed efforts will be successful. "With a good system, we might be able to identify other sources of pollution on the river," he says. Better environmental monitoring, of course, may yet uncover more polluters -and political headacheson the Uruguay River. 
